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Legacy of  cowboy  artist Joe J. Brazil  
lives on Page 14

CLOCKWISE, FROM ABOVE: Jose Joaquin Brazil, 
known as Joe J. , drew scenes from around his 
town of Scholle. His work “Goodbye Bloomers” 
shows a cow running through a laundry line. 
“Lunch at Scholle” depicts four people having 
lunch. PHOTOS COURTESY OF DIXIE BOYLE
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Board Meeting
The board of trustees meets at 9 a.m. the third 
Friday of the month at the cooperative.

Otero County Electric Cooperative

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

Otero County Electric Cooperative proudly sponsors delegates to attend the 2024 Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour. This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience for high school sophomores, 
juniors and seniors to visit Washington, D.C., for a week in June.

OCEC began sponsoring students for the first time in 2017. The Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour has brought high school students from across the country to the nation’s capital 
since 1950. This year, OCEC will sponsor up to four students to go on this 
unique trip to watch history come alive as they explore museums, memorials 
and monuments, visit with U.S. senators, and make friendships that last a 
lifetime.

We encourage members to share this opportunity with students you 
know so they can apply to become a Youth Tour delegate. Applications 
can be picked up at your local OCEC office, from your school guidance 
counselor, or found at www.ocec-inc.com.

The deadline 
to apply is 

January 31.

Become a Youth Tour Delegate
From left, Alexandra Almanza, Warrick Nowell, Haleigh Shendo and Baylyn Grinder represented 
Otero County Electric Cooperative as Youth Tour delegates.
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The Otero County Electric Cooperative 
Education Foundation began awarding 
scholarships to area students in 1989. 
Since its inception, more than $1.4 million 
has been awarded to students attending 
university, college or technical school.

The scholarship is $1,000 per semester 
for the first two semesters. It increases 
to $1,500 per semester for an additional 
six semesters if the required GPA is 
maintained and the student continues 
enrollment.

To be eligible, the student must be an 
active member receiving electric service 
from OCEC. Applications are available at 
OCEC offices, at www.ocec-inc.com or 
from your school counselor.

The deadline to apply is March 15.
Another opportunity for OCEC 

members is through Basin Electric Power 

Cooperative, which awards scholarships 
to upcoming high school graduates who 
receive electric service from OCEC and 
attend a post-secondary school during the 
fall of 2024. 

This scholarship program is designed to 
recognize and encourage the achievements 
of children of member-cooperative 
consumers. BEPC administers the 
scholarship in conjunction with OCEC.

Scholarship applicants must be U.S. 
citizens who plan to enroll in a full-time 
undergraduate course of study at an 
accredited, two-year or four-year college, 
university or vocational/technical school. 

Applications are available at OCEC 
offices, from your school guidance 
counselor or at www.ocec-inc.com. 
Applications are due to OCEC by  
February 16.

Otero County Electric Cooperative board members congratulate the 2023 
scholarship recipients at the 2023 annual meeting.

Apply Now for 2024 
Scholarships

                                                                  Otero County Electric Cooperative

Don’t miss out on the chance to fund your future 
with the help of your local electric cooperative
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