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Pie Town
This New Mexico town has 
long been known for its 
decadent assortment of 
desserts and pies Page 14

A homesteader feeds his 
daughter at the Pie Town Fair 
free barbecue in October 1940.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LIBRARY 
OF CONGRESS
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Get Smart
By Abby Berry

Gone are the days when a simple flip of the 
switch was the only choice for illuminating 
homes. While this tried-and-true option is still 
available, a new era of innovative and intelligent 
technologies—including smart lighting—has 
started.

Smart lighting connects to Wi-Fi and offers 
an array of cutting-edge functionality and 
convenience. Let’s look at the main benefits of 
smart lighting options.

Smart lighting is energy efficient. Most 
smart bulbs use LED technology, which is more 
efficient than traditional incandescent lighting. 
Additionally, smart lighting gives more control 
over how and when you light your home, 
ultimately resulting in less energy use.

Smart lighting provides convenience and 
control. Most smart bulbs can be controlled 
from a smartphone app or can be paired with 
a voice assistant, such as Amazon Alexa. Light 
settings can be conveniently controlled from 
anywhere inside or outside the home.

Whether a schedule for lighting or an 
adjustment in brightness levels is needed, these 
smart options offer effortless control from 
anywhere.

Smart options empower homeowners to 
personalize home lighting. From bright to 
warm or purple to green, whatever mood you 

want to create, smart lighting can help.
For a more traditional look, try dimmable 

white bulbs. If you want to create the perfect 
ambiance for movie night, look for bulbs that 
can be adjusted for a variety of vibrant colors.

While smart lighting offers convenience and 
control, keep in mind a wall light switch will 
need to stay “on” so the bulb receives power, 
which enables it to connect to a Wi-Fi network 
and enables you to control the smart bulb from 
a phone or via voice command.

If additional options are needed to operate 
the lights, consider a smart light switch. Today’s 
smart switches tend to play nicely with smart 
bulbs.

To control your smart bulbs with a physical 
switch (in addition to using your phone and 
voice commands), look for smart switches that 
include a built-in feature that allows both. Many 
smart light switches include motion detectors.

If you are looking to take the plunge and 
integrate multiple smart bulbs into the home 
lighting system, one option is a kit, such as the 
Philips Hue starter kit. Most kits include several 
bulbs and any additional tools needed to get 
started.

If you are new to smart home technology and 
looking to start small, try a smart bulb in a high-
traffic area of the home. It’s also worth noting 
smart plugs are a great starter option and allow 
convenient control of lamps or other lighting 

fixtures that are plugged in to a 
wall outlet.

Smart plugs are 
inexpensive. Electrical items 
connected to the smart plug 

can be controlled from a 
smartphone app, just like smart 

bulbs.
Whether you are looking for more 

convenience, colorful options or better 
ways to manage energy use, smart lighting 

can provide multiple benefits. Determine which 
smart lighting features are most important for 
your needs, then start shopping.

About Home Lighting
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Otero County Electric Cooperative

REGISTRATION
8:30 A.M.

WWW.OCEC-INC.COM

84th Annual84th Annual84th Annual84th Annual84th Annual84th Annual
Meeting of MembersMeeting of MembersMeeting of MembersMeeting of MembersMeeting of MembersMeeting of Members

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 2023
Cloudcroft HS Gymnasium

Cloudcroft, NM

Barbeque lunch is served 
after the business meeting.

Northeast District
Bill Bird

Southwest District
Kenny Blazer

Central District
Mario Estrada
Cheri Hass

EEELLLELELEECECECCTCTCTTITITIIOOONN ooofofof TTTRTRTRRURURUUSUSUSSTSTSTTETETEEEEESESES
Pursuant to Article IV, Section 3 of Otero County Electric Cooperative's
Bylaws, the following candidates were nominated by petition:

MEETING
10:00 A.M.
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